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Introduction

Owr school - Hampton Dene Primary School - recognises that children are vulnerahle to and

capahle of ahusing their peers. We take such abuse as seriously as abuse perpetruted by an

Th?/s I I,S/ - .I .I.I.

The governors, senior leadership team, and all staff (which term shall apply to all volunteer
staff memhers) at Hampton Dene Primary School are committed to the prevention, early
identification, and appropriate management of child on child abuse (as defined helow) hoth
within and heyond the School.

In particular, we:

- helieve that in order to protect children, all schools should (a) he awwre of the nature and
level of risk to- which their students are or may he exposed, and put in place a clewr and
comprehensive strutegy which is tailored to their specific safeguarding context; and (b) take a
whole-school community Contextual Safeguarding approuch to preventing and responding to
child on child ahuse,

- regard the introduction of this policy as a preventative measwre. We (a) do not feel it is
acceptahle merely to take a reactive approuch to child on child abuse in response to alleged
incidents of it; and (b) helieve that in order to tackle child on child abhuse prouctively, it is
(i) systems and structures; (ii) prevention; (iii) identification; and (iv) response/intervention
policy in order to- mitigate harmful attitudes and child on child abuse in the school setting,
unsafe as a result of the hehaviour of any of their peers, they should inform the School so that
it can enswre that appropriate and prompt action is taken in response.

This policy:

- is the School's overwrching policy for any issue that could constitute child on child abuse. It
relates to, and should he read alongside, the School's child protection policy and any other
I licies including, but not limited to, bullying (including cyber-bullying), |
involved sexual imagery, online safety, IT use, data protection and retention of records,
children missing in education, student behaviowr and discipline, exclusions, and (where
relevant) weapons

. sets oub our fori . ion, and identifying and atel .
child on child ahuse. It is the product of a comprehensive consultation - which has involved
students, staff and parents, and a risk assessment.




- applies to all [governors, the senior leadership team and staff]. It is reviewed annually, and
updated in the interim, as may he required, to enswre that it continually addresses the risks to
which students are/or may he exposed. A numher of staff and students are involved in each
annual review which involves, and is informed by, an assessment of the impact and

What is child on child abuse?

Child on child abhuse is sexual, emotional or physical ahuse that happens hetween children of a
similar age or stage of development. It can happen hetween any numher of children, and can
affect any age group.
It can he harmful to the children who display it as well as those who experience it.
Children can experience child on child ahuse in a wide range of settings, including:

* atschool

* at home or in someone else’'s home

- online (NSPCC, 2018).
It can take place in spaces which are supervised or unsupervised. Within a school context, for
example, child on child ahuse might take place in spaces such as toilets, the playground,
corridors and when children are wulking home (Contextual Safeguarding Network, 2020).
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We recognise that child on child abuse can manifest itself in many ways such as:

Child Sexual Exploitation

Sexting or youth produced digital imagery
Upskirting

Bullying

Radicalisati

Abuse in intimate relationships

Children who display sexually harmful hehaviour
Gang association and serious violence (County Lines)

as the hehaviowr policy, anti- bullying policy, child protection policy and online safety policy.
sexual violence, physical abuse and emotional abuse. It is compliant with the statutory
guidance on child on child abuse as set out in Keeping Children Safe in Education (Septemher
2024) and should he read in conjunction with the Safeguarding Partnership regional policy
and procedwres, and any relevant Pructice Guidance issued by it.

In regard to Harmful Sexual hehaviouwr we are adopting the NSPCC definition of HSB as: -

"Sexual behaviours expressed by children...that are developmentally inappropriate, may he
harmful towards self or others, or he abusive towards another child...or adult.”



We will also use Simon Hackett's continuwm motdel to demonstrute the range of sexual
hehaviowrs and the Brook Traffic Lights (Appendix 3).

Physical Abuse
While a clear focus of child on child ahuse is around sexual abuse and harassment, physical
These are equally not toleruted and if it is helieved that a crime has heen committed, will he

Online Behaviour

Policies and procedures concermning this type of hehaviour can he found in the Anti-Bullying
Policy, Behaviour Policy, Online Safety Policy, and Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy.

Consensual and non-consensual sharing of nude and semi-nude images and/or videos41 (also

Vulneruhle groups

We recognise that all children can he at risk however we acknowledge that some groups are
more vulnerahle. This can include: experience of ahuse within their family; living with
domestic violence; young people in care; children who go missing; children with additional
needs (SEN and/or disahilities); children who identify or are perceived as LGBT and/or have
other protected charucteristics under the Equalities Act 2010.

Whilst research tells us girls are more frequently identified as heing ahused by their peers and,
girls are more likely to experience unwunted sexual touching in schools this is not confined to
girls.

affected by gangs. We recognise that hoth hoys and girls experience child on child abuse, but

Identifying child on child abuse

Al staff should he awnre of indicators, which may signal that children are at risk from, or are
involved with serious violent crime. These may include;

e increased ahsence from school
¢ achange in friendships or relationships with older individuals or groups
. asignifi lecline in perf



o signifi | in wellbei
approuched by, or are involved with, individuals associated with criminal networks or
gangs.

Prevention

Owr school - Hampton Dene Primary School - actively seeks to ruise

of and prevent

Educating all Governors, Senior Leadership Team, staff and volunteers, pupils and parents
ahout this issue. This will include training all Governors, Senior Leadership Team, staff and
volunteers on the natuwre, prevalence and effect of child on child ahuse, and how to prevent,

This includes:
(a) Contextual Safeguarding;
(b) The identification and classification of ific hehavi : and

(c) The importance of taking seriously all forms of child on child abuse (no matter how low

horseplay or teasing.

» Educating children ahout the nature and prevalence of child on child abuse via PSHE

o Pupils/Students are frequently told what to do if they witness or experience such ahuse,
the effect that it can have on those who experience it and the possible reasons for it,

o They are regularly informed ahout the School's approuch to such issues, including its
policy towwrds all forms of child on child abuse.

» Engaging parents on this issue hy:

(a)Talking ahout it with parents, hoth in groups and one to one;

(b) Asking parents what they perceive to he the risks facing their child and how they
would like to see the School address those risks;

(c) Involving parents in the review of School policies and lesson plans; and (d)
Encouruging parents to hold the School to account on this issue.

o Ensuring that all child on child abuse issues are fed hack to the School's safeguarding
mayhe in need of additional support. [This is done by way of a weekly staff meeting at
which all concerns ahout pupils (including child on child abuse issues) are discussed];

o Challenging the attitudes that underlie such ahuse (hoth inside and outside the
classroom);

Working with Governors, Academy Trusts, Senior Leadership Team, all staff and
volunteers, pupils and parents to address equality issues, to promote positive values,



and to encowruge a culture of tolerance and respect amongst all memhers of the School
conmumunity;
relationships;

* Creating a culture in which our pupils feel ahle to share their concemns openly, in a non-
Jjudgmental enwvironment, and have them listened to; and

* Responding to cases of child on child ahuse promptly and appropriately.

Policy Development

The policy has heen developed in consultation with the following groups: Senior Leaders,
Governors, Staff, Parents and Pupils.

The Context

Child on child abuse takes place on a spectrum. Understanding where a child' s hehaviour falls
on a spectrum is essential to heing ahle to respond appropriately to it. It is essential that

sexual behaviowr (Harmful Sexual Behaviowr HSB).

Simon Hackett (2010) has proposed a continuum model to demonstrute the range of sexual
hehaviowrs presented hy children and young people, from those that are normal, to those that
are highly deviant:

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/glohalassets/docuwments/publications/harmful-sexual-hehaviowr-
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https://www.nspcc.org.uk/globalassets/documents/publications/harmful-sexual-behaviour-%20framework.pdf
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/globalassets/documents/publications/harmful-sexual-behaviour-%20framework.pdf

Determining the level of incidents

o Al alleged physical and verhal aspects of the hehaviowr and incident
o Whether the hehaviour involved inappropriate sexual knowledge or motivation
e What wus the degree of physical aggression, intimidation, threatening hehaviour or

bribery
o The effect on the victim

* Any attempts to enswre the hehaviouwr and incident is kept a secret

o The child or young person’s motivation or reason for the hehaviour, if they admit that it
occwrred

o Whether this wus a one-off incident, or longer in duwration

An example of this is the consensual sharing of an image hetween 16 year olds might he
inappropriate but would sit on the continuum as ‘inappropriate’, however if these images were
shared wider without consent this could be deemed as problematic & abusive’.

When should schouls seek support?

Cases af child on child abuse are gften complex, may involve multiple young people, and
involved in the harm of others. In some instances it may he most appropriate, for schools to
respond internally. However in other instances, cases may require a referrul to the police
and/or social care.

We understand that this is not always clear. As such, we suggest that schools refer to the flow
chart (Appendix 2) and consider the following when deciding if an incident require referrul to:

Cases that may he hest responded to in-school sit hetween ‘Normal/Healthy and the
‘inappropriate’ section on Hackett's continuum.

Generully consensual and reciprocal
Incidents where a referrul to police/ social care is alwauys required are defined under Hackett as
‘violent and abusive’ these will also- meet level 4 under the RHRT document.
e Victimising intent or outcome
e Indudes misuse of power



Intrusive

May include elements of expressive violence
Physically violent sexual ahuse

Highly intrusive

Sadism

Cases af child on child ahuse are not always clear cut and there are many grey areas. These
Education MASH team and the Education Safeguarding Lead are avuilable via phone and
emuail to offer support to schools in order to ensure the appropriate safety plans/referrals/

Prohlematic and concerning hehaviouwr
Developmentally unusual and socially unexpected
No overt elements of victimisation
Consent issues mayhe unclear

May lack reciprocity or equal power

May include levels of compulsivity

When dealing with harmful sexual hehaviour to assess where the alleged hehaviour falls on a
spectrum and to decide how to respond. This could include, for example, whether it:

is socially acceptable
« involves a single incident or has occwrred over a period of time
* is socially acceptable within the child group
« is prohlematic and concerning
* involves any overt elements of victimisation or discrimination e.g. related to ruce,
gzn.der,
mwimas«melmxmtoj&couruonorpm—p]amungf
involves a power imhalance hetween the child/children allegedly responsihle for the
hehaviowr
* inwolves a misuse of power

Response to child on child abhuse

TMWMWWMWWMW&LW@MWWW
required. All responses to child on child abuse will he informed by the flow charts, continuum

and by liaising with the Education Safeguarding Lead.




It is important to deal with a situation of child abhuse immediately and sensitively. It is

any other students are awure or inwolved. It is equally important to deal with it sensitively and
parents when they hecome involved. Avoid language that may create a ‘blame’ cultwre and
leave @ child lahelled. An example is instead of calling a child a ‘perpetrutor’ we may instead
say ‘child alleged to have caused harm'.

Staff will talk to the children in a calm and consistent manner. Staff will not he prejudiced,
judgmental, dismissive or irresponsihle in dealing with such sensitive matters. Chudnmslwuld
manner.

The immediate response to a report

o The schoul or college will take all reports seriously and will reasswre the victim that they
will he supported.

o Al staff understand the next steps once a child has reported child on child abuse and
will take the concern to the DSL/DDSL to make them awure.
example, with the designated safeguarding lead or sotial care) staff will however only

e A written report will he made as soon after the discussion as possihle recording the
Jacts as presented hy the child. These may he used as part of a statutory assessment if
the case is escalated later.

o Assess the needs of the victim and child alleged to have caused harm.

o Where the report includes an online element the school or college will follow advice on
searching, screening and confiscation. The staff will not view or forwurd images unless
unavoidable and only if ancther memher of staff (preferubly the DSL) is present.

It is essential that all victims are reassured that they are heing taken seriously, regardless of
how long it has taken them to come forwwrd, and that they will he supported and kept safe.
Abuse that occwrs online or outside of the school or college should not he downplayed and
are creating a problem hy reporting sexual violence or sexual harassment. Nor should a victim
ever he made to feel ashamed for making a report. It is important to explain that the law is in
place to protect children and young people ruther than criminalise them, and this should he
explained in such a way that avoids alarming or distressing them.

Action following a report of sexual viclence and/or sexual harassment

Sexual violence and sexual abuse can happen anywhere, and all staff working with children
are advised to maintain an attitude of ‘it could happen here’. Schools and colleges should he
school/college. The designated safeguarding lead (or deputy) is likely to have a complete

Important considerations will include:



school's or college's duty and responsihilities to protect other children

¢ the natwre of the alleged incident(s), including whether a crime may have heen committed
and/or whether HSB has heen displayed

- the ages of the children involved
» the developmental stages of the children involved

 any power imhalance hetween the children. For example, is/are the alleged perpetrator(s)
significantly older, more mature, confident and well known social standing? Does the victim

have a disahility or learning difficulty?

¢ if the alleged incident is a one-off or a sustained pattern of ahuse (sexual abhuse can he

accompanied by other forms of ahuse and a sustained patterm may not just he of a sexual
nature)

» that sexual violence and sexual harassment can take place within intimate personal
lationshins | hild

. of und linai Pamilial | and any for sibli
Jollowing incidents - are there ongoing risks to the victim, other children, adult students or

school or college staff, and

o other related issues and wider context, including any links to child sexual exploitation and
child criminal exploitation.

Children displaying HSB have often experienced their own abuse and trauma. It is important
that they are offered appropriate support.

As alwuys when concerned ahout the welfare of a child, all staff should act in the hest
interests of the child. In all cases, schools and colleges should follow generul safeguarding
how hest to support and protect the victim and the alleged perpetrutor(s) (and any other

When Recording hehaviour it is essential that;

Record as soon as possible, as youw can quickly forget or confuse detail

Be clear, explicit and non-avoidant, and avoid vague statements or euphemisms

Use proper names for hody parts but record exactly any language or vocahulary used by
the child. Use the child's exact words in quotation marks.

» Note where and when the incident happened and whether anyone else wus present.



Gather the Facts

them any fuwrther you offer them the option to have parents or a person they trust present. Youw
parents present. Speak to all the young people involved separately in order to gain a statement
of facts from them. Use consistent language and open questions for each account. Ask the
young people to tell you what happened. Use open questions, ‘where, when, why, who'. (What
happened? Who ohserved the incident? What wus seen? What wus heard? Did anyone
intervene?). Do not interrogate or ask leading questions.

Decide on your next cowrse of action

Designated Safeguwrding Lead immediately; they will follow the school's Safeguarding and
Child Protection Policy.

If MASH and the police intend to pursue this further, they may ask to interview the young
people in school or they may ask for parents to come to school to he spoken to. It is important

Informing parents/carers

The hest way to inform parents/carers is face to face. Although this may he time consuming,
the nature of the incident and the type of harm/ahuse a young person may he suffering can
who harmed another.

In all circumstances where the risk of harm to the child is evident then the school should



Referrul pathwuys (Appendix 2)
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Manage internally

1.In some cases of sexual harassment, for example, one-off incidents, it may he appropriate to
the MASH and submission of a completed safety plan.

is never acceptahle and will not he tolerated. All decisions, and discussions around making
these decisions will he recorded and stored by the DSL on the child's electronic file - My
Concern.

It is important to enswre that details of sanctions for the child alleged to have caused harm are
L Pidentiality and pri for the child involved.

2. In line with 1 ahove, we may decide that the children involved do not require statutory
a probhlem emerges, at any point in a child's life. Providing early help is more effective in

3. Where a child has heen harmed, is at risk of harm, or is in immediate danger, we will make
a referrul to the MASH following locally agreed protocols.

Where statutory assessments are appropriate, the designated safeguarding lead or a deputy
will he working alongside, and cooperating with, the relevant lead social worker. Collaborutive
the victim and, where appropriate, the child alleged to have caused harm and any other

Safety Plan

When there has heen a report af child on child abuse that sits under the ahusive and violent
sections on the flow chart , the designated safeguarding lead (or a deputy) will make an
immediate risk and needs’ assessment (safety plan). Where there has heen a report of sexual
harassment, a safety plan must he completed and submitted to the MASH. The safety plan
should consider:

. The victim, iallw thei ion and t;
o The child alleged to have caused harm; and
o Al the other children (and, if appropriate, adult students and staff) at the school or

college, especially any actions that are appropriate to protect them;

safeguarding lead (or a deputy) will ensure they are engaging with MASH.



Reporting to the Police

DSL’'s have a responsihility to report all alleged crimes to the police. The designated
safeguarding lead (and their deputies) will also follow local processes for safeguarding
referruls.

Where a report of rupe, assault by penetrution or sexual assault is made, the starting point is
this will he passed on to the police as a matter of wrgency. Whilst the age of criminal
responsihility is ten, if the child alleged to have caused harm is under ten, the starting

Where a report has heen made to the police, the school or college will consult the police and
Where there is a criminal investigation, we will work closely with the relevant agencies to
support all children involved (especially potential witnesses). Where required, advice from the
Whilst protecting children and/or taking any disciplinary measures against the child alleged
to have caused harm, we will work closely with the police (and other agencies as required), to

Separution

If the children involved are in the same class, the school will need to consider carefully
whether to separute them while the concerns are heing investigated. In situations of alleged

Schools and colleges need to consider how hest to keep the victim and child alleged to have
caused harm a reasonahble distance apart while they are on the same premises, as well as on
transport to and from school or college, where appropriate.

The school will need to consider how long these measwres should he in place, especially if any
police investigation is inconclusive. Lack of a conwviction is not the same as the allegation heing
alleged to have caused harm for as long as necessary. Therefore, any separution wrrungements

occwrting. These factors are the allegation itself, the context of the allegation, the wishes and
Jeelings of the victim(s), and the threshold the allegation meets.

As part of the considerution as to whether or not the children are separuted in school, safety
child can frequent without concern or worry that the other will he there. These actions are in



the hest interests of hoth children and should not he perceived to he a judgment on the guilt of

It is essential that the victim is ahle to express their wishes and feelings in respect of the
separution to occwr but rather that a seating plan is implemented. This is again considered
alongside the context, the allegation itself and the threshold that is met.

The end of the criminal process

If a child is conwvicted or receives a caution for a sexual offence, the school /academy will
update its safety plan, enswre relevant protections are in place for all children. We will
harm remains in school/academy we will he very clear as to owr expectations regarding the
include expectations regarding their hehaviowr and any restrictions we think are reasonahble
and proportionate ahout the child alleged to have caused harm's timetahle.

generute interest among other pupils or students in the school or college. We will ensure all

Where cases are classified as “no further action” (NFA'd) by the police or Crown Prosecution
Service, or where there is a not guilty verdict, we will continue to gffer support to the victim
and the child alleged to have caused harm for as long as is necessary. A not guilty verdict or a
allegation cannot he substantiated does not necessarily mean that it was unfounded. We will
It is also important to note that by law every child has the right to an education and therefore
in instances where allegations have heen withdrawn, NFA'd, unfounded or unsubstantiated
children may he placed hack into lessons together with a seating plan and safety mapping in
place. This is decided on a case by case hasis and with consideration to the wishes and

Support for Children Affected by Sexual-Assault

What support they require depends on the individual young person. It may he that they wish
to seek counselling or one to one support via a mentor. It may also he that they feel ahle to
deal with the incident(s) on their own or with support of family and friends; in which case it



require it in the future. Within school children will be offered a named memher of staff they

Relationship and Sex Education (from 2020), PSHE and SMSC that certain issues can he

If the young person needs further support it may he that a safety plan can he put in place for
them whilst in school so that they have someone named that they can talk to, support

ies. for ing,p . and identified ices to offer additional .
Support for victims of sexual assault is avuilable from a variety of agencies (see Appendix 3).

We will support the victim of sexual assault to remain in school hut if they are unahle to do so
awwre of the ongoing support they may need. The DSL will support this move.

Where a criminal investigation into a rape or assault by penetrution leads to a conviction or
caution, we may take suitahle action, iff we have not already done so in line with the Behaviour
policy. In all but the most exceptional of cucumstances, the rape or assault is likely to
constitute a serious hreach of discipline and lead to the view that allowing the child alleged to
or welfare of the victim (and potentially other pupils or students).

Where a criminal investigation into sexual assault leads to a conwiction or caution, we may, if
we have not already done so, consider any suitahle sanctions using ouwr hehaviowr policy,
including consideration of permanent exclusion.

Where the child alleged to have caused harm is going to remain at the school or college, the
caution and wishes of the victim will he especially important in determining how to proceed in
such cases.

Reports of sexual assault and sexual harassment will, in some cases, not lead to a report to
the police (for a variety of reasons). In some cases, rape, assault by penetrution, sexual
reported to the police and ultimately result in a not guilty verdict. None of this means the

and considerution given to sharing classes and potential contact as required on a case-hy-case
hasis.

Al the ahove will he considered with the needs and wishes of the victim at the heart of the
process (supported by parents and carers as required). Any wrrangements should he kept under
review.



For the young person who has displayed harmful behaviour

It is important to find out why the young person has hehaved in such a way. It may he that
the young person is experiencing their own difficulties and may even have heen harmed
themselves in a similar way. In such cases support such as one to one mentoring or
counselling may also he necessary.

the young person may require additional support from family memhers (Appendix 4)

important that the young person receives a consequence for their hehaviour in line with the
school Behaviour policy. In the cases of sexually harmful hehaviour it may he a requirement
Jor the young person to engage in one to one work with a particular service or agency (if a
crime has heen committed this may he through the police or youth offending service). If there
to he educated on site until the investigation has concluded. In which case, the young person

It may he that the hehaviowr that the young person has displayed may continue to pose a risk
to others, in which case an individual risk assessment may he required. This should he
completed via o multi- agency response (via a referrul to MASH) to enswre that the needs of the

The school may also choose a consequence such as exclusion or internal
exclusion/inclusion/seclusion for a period of time to allow the young person to reflect on their
hehaviour.

After care

It is important that following the incident the young people involved continue to feel supported
Jeelings of remorse, regret or unhappiness may occur at @ much later stage than the incident.

It is important to enswre that the young people do not engage in any further harmful behaviowr
either towurds someone else or to themselves as a way of coping (e.g. self-harm). For this
reason, regular reviews with the young people following the incident(s) are imperutive.

Multi-agency working

The School actively engages with its local partners in relation to child on child abuse, and
works closely with Herefordshire Council children's sotial care, and/or other relevant agencies,
and other schools.

The relationships the School has built with these partners are essential to ensuring that the

ahuse. They help the School



(a) To develop a good awureness and understanding of the different referral pathwuys that
operute in its local area, as well as the preventative and support services which exist;

(b) To ensure that our [pupils/students] can access the runge of services and support they
need quickly;

(c) To support and help inform our local community's response to child on child abuse;

(d) To increase owr awwreness and understanding of any concerning trends and emerging risks

experienced by owr [pupils/students].

The School actively refers concerns/allegations of child on child ahuse where necessary to
Herefordshire Council children's social care, and/or other relevant agencies.

Children resident out of county hut attending a Herefordshire school/academy will he reported
to their home authority Social Care team.

In cases involving children who are subject to risk, harm and abuse and who have LAC status,
the children's social worker must he informed and a coordinated approuch to address any



Appendix 1
Useful definiti

Sexual Hurassment

This can be defined as ‘unwunted conduct of a sexual nature’ that can occur online and offline.
Sexual harassment is likely to: violate a child's dignity, and/or make them feel intimidated,
degruded or humiliated and/or create a hostile, affensive or sexualised environment.

It can include

* Sexual comments, such as: telling sexual stories, making lewd comments, making sexual
remarks ahout clothes and appearance and calling someone sexualised names;

« Sexual “jokes”’ or taunting.

Sexting

Sexting is when someone shares sexual, naked or semi-naked images or videos of themselves
or others or sends sexually explicit messages. They can he sent using mohiles, tahlets,
smartphones, laptops - any device that allows you to share media and messages. This is also

The UK Council for Internet Safety (UKCIS) Education Group has published Advice for Schools
and Colleges on Responding to Sexting Incidents
Upskirti

This typically involves taking a picture under a person's clothing without them knowing, with
the intention of viewing their genitals or huttocks to ohtain sexual gratification, or cause the
victim humiliation, distress or alwrm. It is now a criminal offence and may constitute sexual

harassment. Cases of ‘up skirting’ have a mandatory requirement for heing reported.
Rape
A person (A) comunits an offence of rape if: he intentionally penetrutes the vugina, anus or

mouth of another person (B) with his penis, B does not consent to the penetrution and A does
not reasonahly helieve that B consents.

Assault by Penetrution

A person (A) comunits an offence if: s/he intentionally penetrutes the vagina or anus of
another person (B) with a part of her/his hody or anything else, the penetrution is sexual, B
does not consent to the penetrution and A does not reasonahly helieve that B consents.



Sexual Assault

A person (A) commits an offence of sexual assault if: s/he intentionally touches another
person (B), the touching is sexual, B does not consent to the touching and A does not
reasonahly helieve that B consents.

Causing someone to engage in sexual activity without consent:

A person (A) comunits an offence if: s/he intentionally causes another person (B) to engage in
an activity, the activity is sexual, B does not consent to engaging in the activity, and A does
not reasonahly helieve that B consents. (NOTE - this could include forcing someone to strip,
touch themselves sexually, or to engage in sexual activity with a third party.) Jones, L et al.
(2012).

Consent

he given to one sort of sexual activity but not another, e.g.to vaginal but not anal sex or
penetrution with conditions, such as wearing a condom. Consent can he withdrawn at any,
orul penetrution only if s/he agrees by choice to that penetrution and has the freedom and

It is important to know that: -

¢ A child under the age af 13 can never consent to any sexual activity; « The age of consent is
16;

« Sexual intercourse without consent is rupe.

It is also important to differentiate hetween consensual sexual activity hetween children of @
similar age and that which involves any power imhalance, coercion or exploitation. Due to
their additional truining, the designated safeguarding lead (or deputy) should he involved and
leading the school or college response. If in any doubt, they should seek expert advice.

It is important that schools and colleges consider sexual harassment in broud terms. Sexual

harassment (as set out ahove) creates an atmosphere that, if not challenged, can normalise

Consensual and non-consensual sharing of nude and semi-nude images and/or videos (also

The DFE provides Searching Screening and Confiscation Advice for schools. The UKCIS
Education Group has published Sharing nudes and semi-nudes: advice for education settings

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/searching-screening-and-confiscation

GOV.UK (www-.gov.uk)



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/searching-screening-and-confiscation
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sharing-nudes-and-semi-nudes-advice-for-education-settings-working-with-children-and-young-people
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sharing-nudes-and-semi-nudes-advice-for-education-settings-working-with-children-and-young-people

Harmful Sexual Behaviouwr (HSB)

Children’'s sexual hehaviour exists on a wide continuwm, from normal and developmentally
expected to inappropriate, prohlematic, abusive and violent. Prohlematic, abusive and violent
useful umhrella term is “harmful sexual hehaviour”. The term has heen widely adopted in child
considered in a child protection context.

Useful guidance can he found. in: -
NSPCC's and Resewrch in Pructice's Harmful Sexual Behaviowr Framework:

www.nspcc.oryg.uk/ glohalassets/documents/publications/harmful-sexual-behaviowr-

The Brook Sexual Behaviowrs Traffic Light Tool can also he very helpful in identifying sexual
hehaviowrs by children (Appendix 2)

The Harmful Sexual Behaviowr Support Service, funded by the Home Office and developed in
collahorution with the Department for Education, is hosted by SWGfL and avuilable Monday to
Friday, 8am to 8pm, on 0344 225 0623 or hshsupport@swyfl.org.uk. The service provides
concemns ahout, harmful sexual hehaviour among the children they work with

Initiation/hazi

Hazing or initiation ceremonies refers to the pructice of rituals, challenges, and other activities
involving harassment, abhuse or humiliation used as a way of initiating a person into a group.
Hazing is seen in many different types of social groups, including gangs, sports teams and
school groups. The initiation rituals can range from relatively low level pranks, to protracted
patterns of hehaviowr that rise to the level of abuse or criminal misconduct. Hazing may

Contextual Safeguarding

Al staff, but especially the designated safeguarding lead (or deputy) should he considering
enwironmental factors are present in a child's life that are a threat to their safety and/or
welfare.

Legislation, guidance and Law



http://www.brook.org.uk/our-work/the-sexual-behaviours-traffic-light-tool

Additional areas for considerution can he found in Sexual Violence and Sexual Haurassment
hetween Children in Schouols and Colleges guidance 2021)

Sexual violence and sexual harassment hetween children in schools and colleges

Keeping Children Safe in Education 2024

Human Rights Act 1998

It is essential to note that this guidance adheres to and encowruges all persons to enswre that

they are adhering to the Human Rights Act 1998, specifically the right to an education, the
right to a Fair trial and protection from discrimination.

Equalities Act 2010

This guidance is designed to ensure that the Equalities Act is adhered to at all times. The
Equalities Act 2010 provides a hasic framework for protection against direct and indirect
discrimination, harassment and victimisation in education as well as other sectors.

West Midlands Procedwres for Child on Child abuse

https://westmidlands.procedures.ory.uk/pkoso/ regional-safeguarding-guidance/children-
who-ahuse-others



https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/999239/SVSH_2021.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/999239/SVSH_2021.pdf
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Appendix 3

Behaviowrs: age O to 5 - All green, amher and red hehaviowrs require some form of attention
and response. It is the level of intervention that will vary.

What is a green What is @ red
bhehaviowr? bhehaviowr?
Green hehaviowrs reflect safe Ambher hehaviours have the potential to | Red hehaviours are outside of safe
and healthy sexual he outside of safe and healthy and healthy behaviour. They may
development. They awre hehaviour. They may he of potential he excessive, secretive, compulsive,
displaygdhehuw»dﬁldmwor concern due to age, or developmental coercive, degruding or threatening
developmental ahility. They activity type, frequency, duration or developmental, or power
are reflective of natwrul con- text in which they occur. differences. They may pose a
curiosity, experimentation, concern due to the activity type,
positive choices in which they occur
What can you do? Amber behaviours signal ;"“‘“‘L,“; What can you do?
assess the appropriate action.
Green hehaviowrs provide Red hehaviowrs indicate a need for
*  preoccupation with adult Red hehaviowrs
Green hehaviours sexual hehaviour
* pulling other children's pants
down/%up/tmusersdnwn e persistently touching the
genitals - talking ahout sex using adult o persistent attempts to
slang touch the genitals of.
*  attempting to touch or *  preoccupation with touching adults
e  attempting to touch or changing rooms to look at o  sexual behaviour hetween
breasts, hottoms or . . penetrution ohjects
geni- tals of adults mwmmﬁmm e forcing other children to
e gamese.g. i engage in sexual play
and dad-dios,
o doctors and nwrses
. . ked
e interest in hody parts
and what they do
e cuwriosity abhout the
differences hetween




And:erbelwkurshavzdwpowwdwbz
Thzg»nwbeq}pntznnutwnwnduzw
age, or developmental differences. A
potential concern due to activity type,
Jrequency, dwration or context in which
they occur.

Amher hehaviowrs signal the need to take

What is a red hehaviowr?

Red hehaviowrs are outside of safe and
healthy bhehaviour. They may he
excessive, secretive, compulsive,
coercive, degruding or threatening and
involving significant age, develop-
mental or power differences. They may
pose a concern due to the activity type,
Jrequency, duration or the context in
which they occur

What can you do?




What is @ green What is @ red hehaviowr?
hehaviowr?
Ambher hehaviowrs have the potential tohe | Red hehaviowrs are outside of safe and
hel Plect outside of safe and healthy hehaviour. healthy behaviour. They may he
mmddmmwsﬁe% They may he of potential concern due to excessive, secretive, compulsive, coercive,
are displayed between children or | ©9% °F developmental differences. A degruding or threatening and involving,
young people of similar age or potential concern due to activity type, significant age, develop- mental or power
developmental ahility and reflective Jrequency, duration or context in which differences. They may pose a concern due
of natural curiosity, they occur. to the activity type, frequency, duration
experimentation, con- sensual or the context in which they occur
ivities and nositive ct
What can you do?
What can you do? Amher hehaviours signal the need to take
notice and gather information to assess the | Red hehaviours indicate a need for
opportunities to give positive .
Jfeedhack and additional Red hehaviowrs 9-13
. *  uncharucteristic and risk-related *  exposing genitals
Green hehaviowrs 9-13 hehaviour, e.g. sudden and/or pro- masturhating in public
vocative changes in dress, e distributing naked I
solitary masturhation withdrawal from friends, mixing, p:v-vvouuwunng::;sd}or
use of sexual language with new or older people, having others
uwtudmg/swwrand,slang, more or less money than usual, o sexually explicit talk with
going missing hild
huvmg,gu‘b/hog&wnd&udw *  verhal, physical or cyher/virtual . wal
are of sexual bullying involving, sexual sexual harassment
the same, appamo-rw . LGBT (leshian, , hisexual, acquaintance un secret
gender uumgmw)m%buugu@ *  genital injury to self or others
*  exhihitionism, e.g. flashing or *  Jorcing other children of same
torest in I lture, . age, younger or less ahle to take
o.g,:}adm, music, media, *  giving out contact detail m part in sexual activities
Wgumw,dwttmg, . - hi ial * suzrwtmvwg,egﬂomtmor
. . i ahout hei or .
M}“"P‘W“"J’ , mls being pregnant . pmsmtzi:gxuaﬂg,trwwmwted«
hagging, holding s \ eoamen o pgnoncy

Behaviowrs: age 9 to 13

All green, amher and red hehaviours require some form of attention and response. It is the level



Behaviowrs: age 13 to 17

All green, amher and red hehaviours require some form of attention and response. It is the level

What is @ green hehaviowr? What is @ red hehaviowr?

Green hehaviowrs reflect safe and healthy Red hehaviowrs are outside of safe and healthy
sexual development. They are displayed Amber hehavi have the behaviour. They may he excessive, secretive,
hwuw»chudmtorgnwtg,pe;ﬂza}m tential to he outside of safe ;a&wdsxw wmdzgrud;ng,orthmwmmg/
%wiosity;, experimentation, con- i and healthy behaviour. They or power differences. Theg,agrrﬁg,pnse«a«ommnw

| ot v ohot
What can you do?

Green hehaviowrs provide opportunities to

Green hehaviowrs

e  solitary masturhation

e sexually explicit conwersations with
peers

e  ohscenities and jokes within the
cwrent cultural norm

e interest in erotica/pormogruphy

e use of internet/e-media to chat
online

¢  having sexual or non-sexual
relationships

e sexual activity including hugging,
kissing, holding hands

e  consenting orul and/or penetrutive
sex with others of the same or
opposite gender who are of similar
age and developmental ahility

e  chousing not to he sexually active

due to the activity type, frequency, duration or
the context in which they occur

What can you do?

Red behaviowrs indicate a need for immediate

Red hehaviowrs

*  exposing genitals or masturhating in
public

*  preoccupation with sex, which
or others

*  attempting/forcing others to expose
genitals
behaviour

children

*  sexual harassment

*  non-consensual sexual activity

*  use of/acceptance of power and control
in sexual relationships

*  genital injury to self or others

*  sexual contact with others where there
is a hig difference in age or ahility, -

*  sexual activity with someone in
authority and in a position of trust

*  sexual activity with family memhers




wranging a face tor
Jace meeting with an
online contact alone

Appendix &
Support for Young, People:

If you think that a child has heen harmed or is heing neglected, contact the Multi Agency
Safeguarding Hub on 01432 260800, EDT out of hours 01905 768020

Education Safeguarding Lead at Herefordshire council on 01432 383887

Early Help means providing the right help at the right time to help children (Aged O to 19) and
Jamilies work through any difficulties they may have in their life- 01432 260261.

The Police are also there to offer support and guidance to hoth victims and children alleged to
have caused harm, they can he contacted on 101.

Herefordshire;

WMRSASC- 01905 724514- is a free, confidential and non-judgemental support service for
swrvivors who have experienced rupe, assault, incest, sexual abuse, sexual harassment or any

Jorm of sexual attack, whether physical, verhal or emotional.

West Mertia Rape & Sexual Abuse Support Centre (wnusasc.org.uk)

Herefordshire rupe and sexual abuse support centre-01432 266551 ;
Overview - Herefordshire Rape and Sexual Abuse Support Centre (HRSASC) - NHS (www.nhs.uk)

The Harmful Sexual Behaviour Support Service, funded by the Home Office and developed in
collahorution with the Department for Education, is hosted hy SWGL and avuilahle Monday to
Friday, 8am to 8pm, on 0344 225 0623 or hshsupport@swyfl.org.uk. The service provides

Worcester


https://www.google.com/search?q=WMRSASC&oq=WMRSASC&aqs=chrome..69i57j46i175i199j0l3j0i30l4j0i390.1940j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.wmrsasc.org.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/services/service-directory/herefordshire-rape-and-sexual-abuse-support-centre-hrsasc/N10959611

The Glade

https://www.chwrchstreetsurgery.co.uk/info.aspx?p=13

is the link ahove worth investigating as support for children who have heen involved in a case
of sexual ahuse/rupe (Worcester hased)

Gloucester

And Hope House (Gloucester hased)

https://www.nhs.uk/services/service-directory/hope-house-gloucestershire-
sarc/N10506285?gsdServiceld=364

Gloucestershire Rape and Sexual Abuse Centre
Free, confidential and non-judgemental support and information.

Hope House Sexual Assault Referral Centre
One-to-one support at Gloucestershire Royal Hospital.

National charities:

Victim Support
A national charity dedicated to helping anyone affected by crime - not just victims and

Rape Crisis
A national charity offering confidential help, advice and a range of Rape Crisis Centres around
the UK.

Galop
A national charity providing advice and support to memhers of the LGBT conununity.

Swrvivors UK


https://www.churchstreetsurgery.co.uk/info.aspx?p=13
https://www.nhs.uk/services/service-directory/hope-house-gloucestershire-sarc/N10506285?gsdServiceId=364
https://www.nhs.uk/services/service-directory/hope-house-gloucestershire-sarc/N10506285?gsdServiceId=364
http://www.glosrasac.org/
http://www.hopehousesarc.nhs.uk/
http://victimsupport.org.uk/
http://rapecrisis.org.uk/
http://www.galop.org.uk/
https://www.survivorsuk.org/

Crimestoppers
A national charity with a free helpline for reporting crime anonymously,.

Refuge
Re}u,gp,supparts,wvmm, ohddmemmmﬂtwrmgzqﬂsennm, uww,dxng,rqiu,gzs,

Women's Aid
Women's Aid is a national charity working to end domestic abuse against women and
children.

Men's Advice Line: 0808 801 0327
Confidential helpline for men experiencing domestic violence from a partner or ex-partner (or
Jrom other family membhers).

Useful Publications and Websites

Government Publications

The Harmful Sexual Behaviour Support Service, funded by the Home Office and developed in
collahorution with the Department for Education, is hosted by SWGL and avuilahle Monday to

Friday, 8am to 8pm, on 0344 225 0623 or hshsupport@swyfl.org.uk. The service provides
advice and resowrces to education and safeguarding professionals who encounter, or have

Sexual harassment and sexual violence in schools

children-in-schools-and-colleges

Keeping Children safe in Education - www.gov.uk/government/publications/keeping- children-
safe-in-education

Preventing youth violence and gang involvement

violence

Other useful documents

Sexting


https://crimestoppers-uk.org/
https://www.refuge.org.uk/
https://www.womensaid.org.uk/
http://www.mensadviceline.org.uk/
tel:08088010327

Sexting in schools and colleges-Responding to incidents and safeguarding young people

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uplouds/system/uplouds/attachment._
data/file/609874/6_2939_SP_NCA_Sexting_In_Schouls_FINAL_Update_Jan17.pdf

Child on child ahuse

Farrer &Co - Child on child ahuse toolkit, guidance on peer-on child ahuse policy and template

www. farrer.co.uk/ Glohal/Peer-on-peer%20ahuse®20toulkit%2014.pdf

Anti-hullying alliance
There are some useful links on the section on sexual bullying:-

Sexual bullying: developing effective anti-bullying practice- A guide for school staff and other
professional

www.anti-

bullyingalliance.ory.uk/sites/default/files/field/attachment/Sexual%20hullying®20-
%20anti- bullying®20guidance/o20for%?20teachers%20and%200other%20professionals%20-
%20Feh17_1.pdf

Preventing ahuse among children and young people-guidance from Stop it Now

www.stopitnow.org.uk/files/stop_hooklets_childs_play_preventing_ahuse_among._children
—and_young_people01_14.pdf

What is Age appropriate?
http://www:.stopitnow.org/ohc-content/what-is-age-appropriate

Brook Traffic lights

https://www-.hrook.org.uk/owrwork/ using-the-sexual-hehaviowrs-traffic-light-tool
NSPCC-Harmful sexual hehaviowr

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/child-abuse-and-neglect/ harmful-sexual-
hehaviowr/

NCB Harmful sexual hehaviouwr

https://www.nch.org.uk/resources-puhblications/resowrces/workforce- perspectives-harmful-
sexual-hehaviowr

NSPCC -Is this sexual abuse?

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/glohalassets/documents/research-reports/nspcc-helplines- report-
peer-sexual-abuse.pdf



Online sexual harassment

Project deSHAME- Digital Exploitation and Sexual Harassment Amongst Minors in Ewrope
Understanding, Preventing, Responding

https://www.childnet.com/owrprojects/project-deshame

Sexism

It's Just Everywhere- a study on sexism in schools -and how we tackle it
https://ukfeminista.org.uk/wp-content/uplouds/2017/12/Report-Its-just-everywhere.pdf
«Relationship Education , Relationship and Sex Education HMSO

www.gov.uk/government/ news/ relationships-education-relationships-and-sex



A ix5

Safety Plan

Safety Plan for Child on Child abuse/ Harmful Sexual
Behaviowr

This Safety plan is intended to he used by schools whereby an incident(s) of
3 and ahove in the Right Help Right time document. The Safety plan will show
the impact on, and needs of, the wider school community. All concerns and
proposed actions will he recorded. The school will work with the local multi-
agency safeguarding hub (MASH- 014, the Education Safeguarding Lead and
other agencies as necessary when completing this risk assessment. This
involved. NB: there should he no assumption of guilt on the part of the child

alleged to have caused harm, pending investigation.

*A risk assessment should he completed for all cases relating to sexual violence or alleged sexual
violence. Sexual violence is defined hy the sexual offences act 2002 as “criminal acts: rape, assault by
penetrution and sexual assault’.

*This risk assessment should he completed with reference to Keeping Children Safe In Education, DFE
Sexual Violence and Sexual Harassment in schools and colleges and the local West Midlands policy
(2.24)

https://westmidlands. procedwres.org.uk/pkoso/ regional-safeguarding-guidance/children-who-ahuse-others

Basic information



https://westmidlands.procedures.org.uk/pkoso/regional-safeguarding-guidance/children-who-abuse-others

Referrer Name and role

Referrer Contact details (email address
and phone numher)

Name of school(s) for victim(s)

Name of school(s) for child/ren alleged
to have caused harm

Did incident occwr on school premises? If
not where did the incident occur?

CONSIDERATIONS RISK (CONSIDER RISK ACTIONS TO REDUCE = REVISED
VICTIM, CHILD LEVEL RISK RISK
ALLEGED TO HAVE (HIGH, LEVEL

CAUSED HARM, MEDIUM (HIGH,
OTHER PUPILS AND OR LOW) MEDIUM
STAFF) OR LOW)

e What is the incident?
¢ Who wus inwolved?
e Where did it happen

¢ Does this incident

constitute a crime?
Assault, sexual
assault, rape, sharing
of indecent images of
children, etc etc. As
such has this heen
referred to the police?

¢ Is it necessary to limit

contact hetween the
children involved?
Refer to KCSIE and DFE
guidance on sexual
harassment and sexual
violence in schools and
colleges.

¢ Is there an actual or
the child alleged to
have caused harm to
the victim and/or
others?



CONSIDERATIONS

knowledge of the
incident) outside of
school?

e How can such contact
he limited?

¢ Is there a risk of harm
Jrom social media and
gossip?

RISK (CONSIDER
VICTIM, CHILD
ALLEGED TO HAVE
CAUSED HARM,
OTHER PUPILS AND
STAFF)

RISK
LEVEL
(HIGH,
MEDIUM
OR LOW)

ACTIONS TO REDUCE
RISK

Further action taken by the school or college: Please complete for each child involved.

Action

YES/NO

Date

Police informed

Referrul to MASH

Referrul to external support services

Referrul to internal support services

Referrul to CAMHS

REVISED
RISK
LEVEL
(HIGH,
MEDIUM
OR LOW)




Referrul to early help
Other

Action

YES/NO

Date

Police informed

Referrul to MASH

Referrul to external support services

Referrul to internal support services

Referrul to CAMHS

Referrul to early help
Other

Action

YES/NO

Date

Police informed

Referrul to MASH

Referrul to external support services

Referrul to internal support services

Referral to CAMHS

Referrul to early help
Other

Action

YES/NO

Date

Police informed

Referrul to MASH

Referrul to external support services

Referrul to internal support services

Referral to CAMHS

Referrul to early help
Other




